FROM FIELD TO FOREIGN OFFICE
parties were many and the Parliamentary combinations
boundless. Ministers followed one another in quick
succession on the Parliamentary scene. The Pact of
Locarno had shown that the Western Powers, whatever
they might do to help each other in the West, had
made up their minds to take no joint responsibility for
the European East. Polish public opinion was profoundly
moved at it all, and there were many voices calling for
the emergence again into public life of the old Marshal.
The latter himself became more and more inclined in
favour of some decisive coup. His comments on politics
and politicians assumed an increasingly acrid tone. He
was specially annoyed when he heard that there was some
proposal afoot to take away or limit the independence
of the army command, for the independence of the army
was a leading article of his constitutional creed. The
result of all these mingled sources of irritation was that
he could bear it no longer. He emerged from his
retirement and showed himself to the people again, and
Lieutenant-Colonel Beck heard that he had been assigned
to the personal orders of Pilsudski in connection with
the military demonstration planned by him.
Now it was plain how much he was trusted by
Pilsudski and that he was, in fact, marked out for higher
and higher stages of promotion. At once he was
nominated Chief of Staff to the Marshal and for three
days and three nights worked ceaselessly together with
him without a wink of sleep. Not that the ultimate issue
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